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Superintendent’s Corner 
Dear Families, 

We are experiencing the highest student enrollment since 2013-2014! Our increase in student enrollment 
during the month of January includes ten additional students at the Elementary School and thirteen joining 
the Middle School. The Sacaton Braves’ are rolling out a warm welcome for all new students while promoting 
learning activities, student programs, and events that will foster and maintain enrollment. In addition, staff 
are diligently reviewing registration procedures to help support families through the process for the upcoming 
school year.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sacaton Elementary School District offers students many exciting educational offerings during and after 
school. We believe these additional opportunities provide students with a well-rounded educational 
experience as well as opportunities to inspire them to pursue personal learning goals and delve into topics 
of interest. Our full-day preschool, wi-fi on our school buses, gifted education, interventions, band, PE, and 
after school activities provide students with extended learning time to promote higher levels of academic 
achievement and increased individualized talents. Once your child(ren) find activities that they enjoy, 
succeeding in the activity could ultimately build their confidence and self-esteem. 

As long as we continue to work together and support one another there are no obstacles that will impede 
our progress. Together we are making significant differences in the lives of our students. YES! 

Two Schools One Voice. We are Sacaton Braves. YES! 

 
Mrs. Cherryl Paul 
Superintendent  

Sacaton Elementary School District has experienced an 
increase of 48 students compared to January 2017! 

 
@cherryl_paul 

mailto:cpaul@sacatonschools.org
http://www.sacatonschools.org/


 
Sacaton Elementary School District Goals 2017-2018 

Governing Board Approved August 8, 2017 
1. Domain: Results 

Performance Data 
Goal: Support data collection, optimize instructional delivery, and 
enhance student engagement with programs and services that 
develop and nurture every student. 

2. Domain: Leadership 
Vision for Learning and Achievement 
Goal: Participate in a Strategic Planning process designed to capture 
the voice of stakeholders to inform a meaningful and relevant Strategic 
Plan (2018-2023). 

3. Domain: Systems Alignment and Integration  
Safe, Orderly, and Engaging Learning Environment 
Goal: Ensure the safety and security of all buildings; provide intellectually inspiring learning spaces 
focusing on the social and emotional growth of students. 

4. Domain: Processes 
Appreciative Inquiry Culture 
Goal: Document, deploy, and monitor processes with fidelity demonstrating collaborative problem-
solving techniques. 

5. Domain: Capacity Building 
Human Development 

      Goal: Provide opportunities to engage all employee groups in programs and initiatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Staff Joining the Sacaton Family 
 

 
We extend a warm welcome to our newest Sacaton Brave! 

  
 
  

 
 

Mr. Fredrick Poitra
Director of Federal Programs and 

Organizational Improvement

Strategic Planning Process 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwir-rfc8rnXAhVqjlQKHRzeBwMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.rpps.net/board_of_education/district_goals_2016-2017&psig=AOvVaw2riflD6WBB5vP39fFjibt3&ust=1510605653610169


 
Dr. Seuss/Read Across America Day 

We are celebrating Dr. Seuss/Read Across America Day on March 2, 2018. In the past, we have had over 
30 guest readers from various community services and organizations around the Gila River Indian 
Community.  We are looking forward to exceeding that number this year!  Please help us recruit volunteers 
who are interested in being a guest reader in our classrooms. Signing up is simple: use our school website 
link:  http://www.sacatonschools.org/ and click on the "Read Across America" volunteer link.  If you choose 
a time right before or after lunch, please come to the cafeteria for a free lunch! 

 
Guest Readers Visit Classrooms 

On Tuesday, January 16, Sacaton Elementary welcomed Mr. Isaac Salcido, the Director of Tribal Education 
and Mr. Fredrick Poitra, Assistant Director of Tribal Education 
to read to our students. Mr. Salcido read David Gets in Trouble 
by David Shannon to a kindergarten class and Mr. Poitra read 
The Sneetches by Dr. 
Seuss to a 2nd grade 
class. The students were 
engaged in listening to 
the books and 
responding to questions 
about the story. They 
also enjoyed having a 

new voice read to them. 
 
Research supports reading aloud as an effective way to deepen 
listening comprehension and expose students to higher level 
vocabulary and background knowledge on different topics.  We are 
working with the GRIC Literacy Coordinator to bring in Guest Readers to all grade levels on a regular basis. 
The guest readers could consist of firemen, police officers, council members, and other community people. 

 

Speak Up, Stand Up, Save a Life Youth Conference 
Fifteen seventh and eighth grade Sacaton Middle School students, accompanied by three teachers and one 
board member, attended the Second Annual Speak Up, Stand Up, Save a Life Youth Conference at Grand 
Canyon University on January 16. Students, police chiefs, government officials, parents, and teachers came 
together to tackle ongoing issues 
involving bullying, depression, 
drug addiction, and other 
challenges facing today’s youth.  
The conference opening session 
was fast-paced with a dynamic 
keynote speaker, video clips from 
area leaders, breakout sessions, 
and a powerful closing session 
that inspired students with a very 
important call to action. The 
conference was free to all schools 
which included: lunch, conference 
resources, and all materials to implement a post-conference school project. The Sacaton Middle School 
Theater Club, facilitated by Davina Lyons, will present a performance later in the school year to help convey 
the message learned from attending the conference. 

 



Gila River Health Care Infection Prevention Poster Contest 
Congratulations to Eleanor Lynch and Shoshanna 
VanHardenberg. They won an award from School Health 
Services for their posters submitted for the Infection Prevention 
Contest. Seven schools participated with over 500 poster 
submissions. Health care workers (doctors and nurses) selected 
three winners and two were from our district.  Eleanor and 
Shoshanna were presented with a certificate and award by 
Rodina Jordan, a representative from GRIC School Health 
Services, at the school awards assemblies. 
 

 
Tailored Technology Report 

Each kindergarten classroom received a set of twenty iPads last month and their very own cart to store and 
charge them. The iPads provide opportunities for engaging literacy centers where students can sit and listen 
to a story, practice phonics skills, word recall, word building, and beginning sound vocabulary. According to 
the U.S. Department of Education statistics, twenty-six percent of children who were read to three or four 
times in a week by a family member or someone else, recognized all letters of the alphabet. Sixty percent 
could count to twenty or higher and fifty-four percent could write their own names. iPads also help expand 
student creativity through the use of apps that allow them to create their own stories and share them with 
others. Apps that allow for touch and manipulation of items on the screen provide students with immediate 
feedback and redirection for increased individualized learning. At this age, a touch screen is more 
developmentally appropriate as opposed to the traditional computer, keyboard, and mouse model. The use 
of the iPads strengthens kindergarteners’ fine motor skills and allows them to use technology more 
independently. Sacaton Elementary School District continues to be a district leader in the provision of 
technology in all classrooms. Mrs. Paul, the district’s superintendent, continues to promote high levels of 
technology integration and has moved forward with an initiative of providing one-to-one iPads in all preschool 
and first grade classrooms. 

 
5 Everyday Actions To Prevent Flu and Fight Germs 

1. Wash Your Hands with soap and water often 
2. Cover Your Cough and Sneezes with a tissue or cough or sneeze into the inside of your elbow 
3. Clean and disinfect surfaces that may have germs 
4. Avoid close contact with others that are sick 
5. If you are sick stay home and especially with a fever stay home until 24 hours after your fever is gone 

A friendly reminder:  if your student will be taking medication at school, please have the parent/guardian 
bring the medication to the nurse office. Please do not send medications to school in your child's backpack. 

 
Middle School Playground and Obstacle Course Project 

Installation of the new middle school playground and obstacle course fitness equipment is scheduled to 
begin this month!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Orchard Progress 
Students are working in 
the orchard to prepare it 
for fruit tree delivery! 
 
 
 
 

 
Family Culture Night 

 
On January 25th, Sacaton Middle School students shined as the district promoted their leadership skills while 
engaging families, students, staff and the community in activities 
based on Akimel O’otham culture. This event drew in 
approximately 125 adults (not including staff) and 220 preschool – 
8th grade students! This resulted in one-third student attendance 
during this exciting event of which SESD couldn’t be more proud!  
 

Middle School Student Council President, Syann 
Rocha, began the evening with the importance of 
culture and language immersion, which was 
followed by rotations of ten O’otham student-led activities, all under the direction of Mrs. 
Marcella Hall, Sacaton Middle School’s Culture teacher.  
 
Activities ranged from matching body parts, counting, to labeling districts and the tribal seal.  
In addition, four presentations included students taking on the 
role of a storyteller with an emphasis on words featured in the 
O’otham language. Fifth grade student, Emmettreio Enos 
Decora, proudly transitioned rotations with his singing.  The 
SESD band, led by Mrs. Kristin Kennedy, opened the event 
and the night ended with the elementary students singing Itsy 
Bitsy Spider in O’otham.  

 
Sacaton Elementary School District takes great pride in highlighting and 
empowering the knowledge and presentation skills of our students. The night was a success due to the 

confidence, leadership, and knowledge 
provided by the children of Gila River 
Indian Community.   

 
 
 
 
 

Positive Parenting Training Series 
Open to ALL parents with children in Preschool through 8th Grade 

2/23/18: Making the Home-School Connection 
4/13/18: The ABC’s of Problem Solving 

Meetings are scheduled for Fridays:  9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  
Sacaton Middle School, Room C8 Conference Room 

PRESENTER:  Mrs. Julie Niven, Pinal County ESA, (520) 450-4508  
 Door Prize Drawing: $25.00 Gift Card 


